
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks E1583July 24, 2003
tribute to the life and passing of Dean Gray, 
a resident of Grand Junction, Colorado. For 
three years Dean volunteered at KAFM radio, 
a station that showcased his musical passion, 
jazz. Dean’s hard work and dedication to 
KAFM made him a popular presence at the 
station, as he provided exemplary leadership 
and friendship to the other employees. I am 
honored to speak of the accomplishments of 
Dean before this body of Congress and this 
nation here today. 

Dean and his wife Jean moved to the Grand 
Junction area 10 years ago, relocating from 
the jazz-rich city of Chicago. Chicago provided 
an ideal atmosphere for jazz connoisseurs, of-
fering a variety of clubs, concerts, and musi-
cians that are based in that area. The couple’s 
passion for jazz grew, and when they arrived 
in Grand Junction, they immediately tuned to 
KAFM Community Radio. As a retired member 
of the community, Dean wanted to expand his 
involvement in the jazz world. This passion for 
music led Dean to volunteer as a programmer 
for KAFM, and his hard work and dedication 
landed him his own show on Sunday morn-
ings. Dean was an instant hit; he was happiest 
when listeners called in, telling him how much 
they enjoyed the show. The station appre-
ciated Dean’s dedication so much that he was 
recently honored with a party and plaque 
thanking him for his hard work at the station. 

Mr. Speaker, I am saddened by the loss of 
such a kind and caring individual. Dean’s com-
mitment, compassion, and hard work garnered 
him respect at KAFM, and it is for those very 
qualities that I bring his life to the attention of 
my colleagues here today. My thoughts and 
prayers go out to the family and friends of 
Dean Gray.
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Mr. HOBSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
pay tribute to Robert and Marguerite Steele 
who reside in Xenia, Ohio in the 7th Congres-
sional District, who have received the ‘‘Parents 
of the Year’’ Award for 2003 by the National 
Parents’ Day Council. 

Mr. and Mrs. Steele have worked very hard 
to be both responsible parents to their chil-
dren, while helping the larger ‘‘family’’ of the 
local community. 

Robert Steele has served in the military and 
is active with the local American Legion. 
Through his work with the Legion, the couple 
has instituted community programs for the less 
fortunate, where area children can participate 
in life-enhancing and educational activities. 
The Steeles’ outreach efforts have helped 
bring about better cooperation and under-
standing between racial groups in the commu-
nity. 

This honor exemplifies Robert and Mar-
guerite’s commitment to strengthening the 
concept of family, which we Americans value 
above virtually all other things. Their commu-
nity work and involvement in the lives their 
own children are ample justification for this 
award. 

As the Congressman who represents Xenia, 
Ohio in the U.S. House of Representatives, I 

offer my sincere congratulations to Robert and 
Marguerite Steele for this achievement. It is an 
honor to recognize their outstanding leader-
ship and the exemplary character they have 
shown as parents.
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Mr. McINNIS. Mr. Speaker, I rise before this 
body of Congress and this nation today to pay 
tribute to the passing of a woman from my dis-
trict who spent a lifetime in the service of oth-
ers. Gladys McBee of Durango, Colorado re-
cently passed away, and as her friends and 
loved ones mourn their loss, I would like to 
recognize a few of her many achievements 
here today. 

Born in La Plata in 1917, Gladys settled in 
Durango where she became well known in the 
community for her enthusiastic involvement in 
numerous causes. She helped establish the 
Durango and LaPlata Senior Center and spent 
20 years working with seniors at the San Juan 
Area Agency on Aging. As a member of the 
Daughters of the American Revolution and the 
League of Women Voters, Gladys helped fos-
ter patriotism and educate others of our na-
tion’s unique heritage. She continued these ef-
forts through numerous articles about the Con-
stitution and Bill of Rights for her local news-
paper, the Durango Herald. Many people in 
Durango also knew Gladys for her extensive 
involvement in water issues and the Animas 
Museum, Durango’s only history museum. 

Mr. Speaker, Gladys McBee continually 
worked to improve the lives of others, and she 
is certainly deserving of praise before this 
body today. She is survived by her sister 
Aileen, son Douglas, grandson Teddy and 
other extended family members. Our thoughts 
are with them during their time of bereave-
ment. To her family, friends, and the many 
people in the community who knew her, Glad-
ys McBee will be deeply missed.
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Mr. LINCOLN DIAZ-BALART of Florida. Mr. 
Speaker, Raul Rivero is the dean of inde-
pendent journalism in Cuba, having founded in 
1995 Cuba Press, a news agency for inde-
pendent journalists in Cuba. Mr. Rivero is also 
a world acclaimed poet and writer. His articles 
have appeared in publications such as The 
Chicago Tribune and The Washington Post. 
He has been recognized by such prestigious 
organizations as Reporters Without Borders. 
However, in totalitarian Cuba, Mr. Rivero is 
banned from publishing. In fact, the Castro re-
gime is so threatened by Mr. Rivero’s writing 
that in March Castro sent his thugs to his 
home to arrest him and 75 other dissidents 
and subsequently sentenced Mr. Rivero to 20 
years in prison. 

In 1991 Mr. Rivero, along with 10 other in-
tellectuals, signed a petition to the Castro re-

gime calling for the liberation of all prisoners 
of conscience. Of the 10 signatories Mr. 
Rivero is the only one still living in Cuba and 
now finds himself in Castro’s gulag for simply 
daring to write in his own country. Mr. Rivero 
must not die in Castro’s prisons. Mr. Rivero 
and all political prisoners must be liberated 
now!
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The House in Committee of the Whole 
House on the State of the Union had under 
consideration the bill (H.R. 2691) making ap-
propriations for the Department of the Inte-
rior and related agencies for the fiscal year 
ending September 30, 2004, and for other pur-
poses:

Mr. MORAN of Virginia. Mr. Chairman, I rise 
in support of this amendment offered by my 
friend from Colorado, MARK UDALL. 

My colleagues, the reason we have so 
many funding limitation amendments to this 
bill is not because of the actions of Chairman 
TAYLOR and the Appropriations Committee in 
general. It’s because the congressional leader-
ship has abdicated its institutional obligations 
to carry out its oversight responsibilities. And, 
nowhere is this abdication of responsibility 
more prominent than in the arena of the envi-
ronment. 

I can understand from some in the west that 
the federal government owns too much land 
and that these states should have the first 
right of refusal. But let’s redefine who exactly 
the federal government is. It’s the people of 
the United States and it’s their land. The stew-
ardship responsibilities for these lands, these 
national parks, wildlife refuges, national for-
ests, monuments and wilderness areas are 
the federal government’s in accordance with 
the laws this institution has adopted in the 
name of all Americans and with their support. 
But when an administration disregards a mor-
atorium directed by Congress and proceeds to 
use an obscure reinterpretation of an arcane 
mining law to carve up by roads some of 
America’s great treasured landscapes and 
scenic lands, it has gone too far. 

Earlier this year, the Department of Interior 
amended an existing rule to facilitate right-of-
way claims under Revised Statute 2477 (RS 
2477), a long ago repealed provision of the 
Mining Law of 1866. The new regulation will 
allow any entity to file claims against federal 
lands, yet the new rule lacks any standard for 
determining the legitimacy of these claims. As 
a result of this and other changes, the amend-
ed disclaimer rule is being used to establish 
thousands of new roads potentially through 
National Parks, Refuges, Forests and Monu-
ments or candidate wilderness sites without 
even proving any actual need. 

You’ve seen the pictures. Find a footpath, a 
donkey trail and you can undermine the peo-
ple’s and this nation’s expressed desire to pro-
tect this land from development and the ex-
traction industry. You say it is not happening, 
or maybe it is just limited to Utah. Think again. 
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